BIOGRAPHY

BRAZILIAN SINGER AND SONGWRITER Anne Simoni DISPLAYS A MASTERY OF COMPLEX BRAZILIAN RHYTHMS IN HER MUSIC AND A
FACILITY FOR ROMANTIC BALLADS THAT EVOKE A SERENE SENSE OF PLACE. HER PERFORMANCES ARE A SEDUCTIVE BLEND OF
SAMBA, BOSSA NOVA, BAIAO AND ORIGINALS, MAKING TROPICAL BEATS ACCESSIBLE TO A BROADER AUDIENCE.

BORN IN CAMBUQUIRA, A SMALL TOWN IN THE MOUNTAINOUS STATE OF MINAS GERAIS, BRAZIL, SHE GREW UP IN A COUNTRY
ENVIRONMENT, THE DAUGHTER OF A COFFEE FARMER AND A HOUSEWIFE. HER MUSICAL TALENTS BEGAN TO DEVELOP AT THE
AGE OF 8 WHEN SHE STARTED TAKING PIANO LESSONS. AT AGE 12, SHE WAS THE FIRST WOMAN SNARE SOLOIST IN HER
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MARCHING BAND. ALWAYS AN AVID LISTENER OF BRAZILIAN MUSIC, THE ALBUMS OF CAETANO VELOSO,
ToM JOBIM, MILTON NASCIMENTO, GILBERTO GIL AND MARIA BETHANIA, AMONG OTHERS, WERE SPINNING INCESSANTLY IN
HER RECORD PLAYER.

AGAINST HER FATHER’S WILL, BUT WITH HER MOTHER’S SUPPORT, ANNE’S 15™ BIRTHDAY GIFT WAS THE CLASSICAL GUITAR
SHE HAD LONG DREAMED ABOUT. AS SOON AS SHE LEARNED A COUPLE OF MAJOR CHORDS, SHE STARTED WRITING HER FIRST
SONGS. SHE TAUGHT HERSELF HOW TO PLAY THE GUITAR AND LATER TOOK PRIVATE LESSONS IN BELO HORIZONTE, THE
STATE CAPITAL, WHERE SHE HAD MOVED FOR HER HIGH-SCHOOL YEARS. HER STUDIES IN THE CAPITAL WERE INTERRUPTED BY
THE SUDDEN DEATH OF HER FATHER, AT AGE 16, WHICH PROMPTED HER TO MOVE BACK HOME. STILL, SHE NEVER GAVE UP
HER MUSIC AND STARTED PERFORMING IN FESTIVALS IN THE REGION, WINNING RECOGNITION AND AWARDS FOR HER SONGS.

SEARCHING TO EXPAND HER NETWORK, AFTER TRAVELING TO OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, IN 1982 SHE MOVED TO SAO
PAULO WHERE SHE PERFORMED IN NIGHT CLUBS, BARS AND HOTELS, TAKING SIDE JOBS TO HELP PAY FOR HER STUDIES.
ANNE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY AT THE ACCLAIMED ZIMBO TRIO’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC — CLAM, AND TO TAKE VOICE
LESSONS WITH VOCAL TECHNICIAN ICON, MADALENA DE PAULA.

IN 1993, THE NEED FOR A SLOWER-PACED LIFE BROUGHT HER BACK TO MINAS WHERE SHE CONTINUED TO PERFORM AND
COMPOSE. SHE TAUGHT MUSIC PRIVATELY, WHILE PURSUING A SECOND CAREER IN LAW, ACQUIRING A DEGREE IN 1997.

ARRIVING IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1998, SHE SPENT HER FIRST TWO YEARS IN THE COUNTRY WRITING NEW SONGS ABOUT
HER EXPERIENCES, SIMULTANEOUSLY MASTERING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND PERFECTING HER SONGWRITING SKILLS. HER
GOAL OF OBTAINING A MASTER’S DEGREE IN INTERNATIONAL LAW WAS PUT ASIDE WHEN SHE STARTED TO PERFORM
REGULARLY. INITIALLY, WITH AMOR TROPICAL BAND AND LATER WITH HER OWN BAND, SHE HAS PERFORMED IN THE
PHILADELPHIA AREA SINCE 2001, IN LARGE AND INTIMATE VENUES INCLUDING THE KIMMEL CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING
ARTS, PENN PRESENTS AT ANNENBERG THEATER, CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS, MUSIC FESTIVALS AT
PENN’S LANDING AND AT VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY. IN ADDITION, MS. SIMONI HAS RECENTLY PERFORMED AS A PERCUSSIONIST
WITH THE SAMBA SCHOOLS “UNIDOS DA PHILADELPHIA,” AND “PHILASAMBA”.

HER DEBUT CD, TITLED Minas Terra, OFFERS A MIX OF BRAZILIAN RHYTHMS AND POP SONGS WITH BROAD APPEAL, SUNG IN
PORTUGUESE AND ENGLISH. THESE SONGS ARE BOTH BIOGRAPHICAL AND INSPIRATIONAL, TRACKING THE TWISTS AND TURNS
OF HER LIFE DEFINED BY LOSS, LOVE, HOPE AND RENEWAL.



